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Introduction

Morality, derived from the Latin "moralitas" meaning "manner, character, proper behavior,"
refers to a set of standards or principles that guide a society's understanding of right and wrong,
good and bad behavior, and acceptable conduct. In other words principles and values determine
the human actions and character. Morality comes from sources like cultural norms, religious
beliefs, philosophical systems, and individual beliefs. It also promotes cooperation and order
within a society through the judgement of actions and behaviours. Some of the good examples
for Moral Principles are honesty, respect, responsibility, compassion, and justice.

Ramayana with Rama’s character as the pivotal point shows all the points of morality that can
discussed in the article. His Dharma, loyalty and faith are the main things any human being must
follow in his life. Because of all these positive traits in him, Lord Sri Rama is considered to be
the Hero of Ramayana!

Objective:

Morality is not static; it evolves and changes over time and across different cultures. Based on
this we can discuss RAMAYANA as a epic that teaches everyone vital lessons such as loyalty,
leadership, righteousness, obedience, commitment, selflessness, and humility. These are the
attributes, demonstrated through Rama’s actions and provide guidance for leading a peaceful and
just life. Rama’s respect for Dharma, resilience, loyalty, and faith in the face of challenges are
just a few aspects of his character that we can all learn from. Stay true to your values, forgive
others, and always strive to lead by example. That's the true legacy of the great hero of the
Ramayanal!

The moral of Ramayana is the Victory of Good over Evil. One has to understand this in the
present scenario where people try to obtain success through evil many a times. This will not be a
righteous path. In the story Ravana abducts Sita the wife of Rama to claim revenge from him and
his brother Laxmana for having cut off the nose of his sister Surpanakha. She would have
approached Rama as she was attracted by his charm. Since Rama has an oath of ‘ekapatnivratha’
he turns her towards Laxmana who cuts her nose as a punishment. After the abduction Rama
finds out where Sita is kept by Ravana, with the help of Sugriva and Hanumantha. A war is
waged against Ravana, however, in the end, Lord Rama wins the battle and rescues Sita. The
truth one has to understand here is no matter how bad the circumstances be in life, good will
always prevail over evil. Rama’s character proves us a point to understand that one has to
Perform his duties according to Dharma. He fulfills his duty without any selfish motives. When
exiled he never questions or fights back in anger.
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The characters in the Ramayana place a great deal of importance on honor, loyalty, and
behaving dutifully to their family members. Honor and loyalty control every character in the
story, humans as well as the demons and the gods. The Hindu figure of Rama is often presented
as an ideal man, representing the epitome of righteousness, compassion, duty, sacrifice, and
leadership, making him an enduring symbol of ethical and moral conduct. Rama's adherence to
righteousness, or dharma, is a central aspect of his symbolism as an ideal man. Lord Ram's
compassion and kindness teach us that we should always treat others with respect and kindness,
and that forgiveness is a powerful tool that can help us move forward in life. Lord Ram was
known for his self-control and discipline. He always followed the path of righteousness, even
when it was difficult. Rama is considered to be very important as many Hindus worship him as a
symbol of divine love and devotion, considering him an ideal human being who is often
portrayed as 'Maryada Purushottam,' which means the perfect man. He is believed to possess all
the virtues that a human being should have, such as honesty, integrity, compassion, and respect
for elders.

The main points of the Ramayana revolve around Prince Rama's exile, the kidnapping of
his wife Sita by the demon king Ravana, Rama's quest to rescue Sita with the help of his loyal
allies, and ultimately, Rama's victory over Ravana, restoring Sita to her rightful place and
returning to his kingdom. There is a purpose in Rama’s life. Being the eldest son of the great
king Dasharatha, at his birth the gods had declared that he was born for the specific purpose
of defeating the demon-king Ravana. He is considered to be the seventh incarnation of the great
god, Vishnu.

There are some profound lessons we can learn from this ancient story like;

e Duty Over Desire (Dharma Above All) ...

o The Power of Unity and Teamwork. ...

e The Importance of Loyalty and Devotion. ...

o Respect for Relationships. ...

o The Consequences of Greed and Arrogance. ...

o Sacrifice for the Greater Good. ...

e The Importance of Forgiveness.
And the moral of the story of Rama and Sita is, Rama, Sita and Hanuman represent goodness
and light, whilst Ravana represents darkness and evil. As Ravana is defeated by Rama and his
army, the message is that with persistence and dedication, goodness will win over wickedness.
One can find a universal theory in this story. At its core, the Ramayana is a classic tale of the
triumph of good over evil. The concepts of good and evil form two poles of a moral axis; each
character in the epic moves along this axis toward one or the other pole as a result of personal
decisions and actions.

Story apart, Ramayana conveys a message to everyone. Considered, to be the sacred text
in Hinduism, it emphasizes heroism and virtue, or dharma. Besides encompassing heroism and
virtue, dharma also includes truth and morality. Rama is the embodiment of dharma, a model of
righteousness for people to emulate. Thus, the Ramayana can be viewed as a guide to Hindu
living. One gets many benefits by chanting the sacred text. Chanting the name of Rama is
considered not only a devotional practice but also a means of purifying the mind and seeking
spiritual upliftment. The repetition of the name is believed to have transformative and purifying
effects on the individual, fostering a deeper connection with the divine. Being the seventh avatar
of Lord Vishnu, Rama showcases unwavering devotion to duty and moral integrity.
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The Ramayana is a cornerstone of Indian culture and spirituality, offering timeless lessons on
dharma, relationships, and the triumph of good over evil, influencing literature, art, and societal
values for generations. While the specifics may vary, the overarching storyline of the Ramayana
— including the key events such as Rama's exile, the kidnapping of Sita, the battle with Ravana,
and the eventual return to Ayodhya — remains consistent. This core narrative forms a
fundamental framework that unites the various adaptations.

Ramayana can be viewed ethically. Compassion is an ethical value that is highlighted in
the Ramayana. Lord Rama was a compassionate ruler who cared for the welfare of his subjects,
and considerate of their needs and working towards their well-being. He always went out of his
way to help those in need. Symbolism also is another point of discussion here. Rama is one of
the most popular Hindu deities. He is seen as representing chivalry and virtuousness. Rama is the
symbol of reason and doing the right thing. Another popular incarnation of Vishnu includes
Krishna, the deity admired for doing mischievous pranks and having casual flings. The theme of
the Ramayana is dharma. Dharma is the Hindu concept of the right way of living or respecting
one's duty so that the cosmos remains in order. Even in Greek culture the Rama is shown as a
metaphor of strength and courage. Known for his courage, loyalty and devotion, Ram is a
symbol of perseverance and justice and a role model of the perfect human being. He is
considered the embodiment of righteousness, devotion, and sacrifice. His life is the epitome of
values and principles that are revered by millions of people across the world. Rama's words on
dharma, the need for obedience to one's parents, the need for adherence to the law of the land and
the imperativeness of adherence to one's Acharya's commands, are all brought out by Rama in
his advice to Bharata on what constitutes dharma.

Speaking of the values manifested by Rama, his character is defined by upholding and
fulfilling dharma, bravery, and courage, caring for his family, and keeping his subjects happy.
All this is because of Rama's ethics during his lifetime, even when significant challenges were
encountered. Therefore, one of the most well-known and celebrated lessons from Ramayana is
that no matter how strong and powerful Evil may look or be, eventually it is always defeated by
Good. This important lesson is cemented by the grand event of Shri Rama slaying the evil
Ravana. The Ramayana is not just a tale of divine beings and epic battles, but also a profound
guide on human values and ethics. Many instances from the Ramayana capture timeless
principles that define the essence of being human—compassion, duty, loyalty, and righteousness.
Ramayana says Lord Rama is known to be the oldest deity worshipped in human form, as Lord
Rama was born in Treta Yuga and it is believed that Treta Yuga has ended 1,296,000 years
before today. In addition to Lord Rama in Treta Yuga, Lord Vishnu incarnated as Vamana and
Parashurama. Rama’s life serves as a timeless testament to the power of morality, duty and
righteousness. Through his exemplary character, Rama continues to inspire generations to
uphold the highest moral standards. As an embodiment of morality, Raama’s legacy reminds us
that true greatness lies in adhering to dharma and compassion. Rama’s story teaches us that
morality, humility and selflessness are the true marks of a noble leader. Everyone wishes Rama’s
life and teachings guide him/her towards a path of righteousness, morality and inner peace.
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